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  Duxbury Public Schools   DRAFT 
School Committee Minutes 

Regular Meeting – March 5, 2014 
Alden School – Room 104 

    I.      Welcome – Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance  
Mrs. Ward convened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Present:  Mrs. Ward, Mrs. Buell, Mrs. Connolly, Mr. Heinstadt and Mrs. Bresnehan. 

 Dr. Tantillo, Mrs. Hunter and Mrs. Nauman were present. Erin Guilfoile and Kevin Coakley, 
 student representatives, were present. 
  
   II.       Approval of the Minutes of February 12, 2014 as amended: VII. Matters for School Committee 
  Action, D. 1st line, change School to Student. 
  Motion: Mr. Heinstadt            
   Second: Mrs. Connolly 

      Unanimous      
   
  III.  Student Recognitions  
       A.   National Merit Scholarship  
              The Committee recognized Kevin Coakley as a National Merit Scholarship  
        finalist in the 2014 National Merit Scholarship Program.  Kevin is among the 16,000  
        academically talented high school senior qualifiers who will now have an opportunity 
        to compete for the 8,400 Merit Scholarship Awards to be offered in the spring of 2014. 
        Kevin was designated from among the 1.4 million entrants in this year’s competition. 
 
        B.   AFS Scholarship & Award 
        The Committee introduced Deb Gallagher, AFS volunteer and chair of the Greater   
             Duxbury Chapter.  The AFS recognized 79 schools nationwide as a “2014 Top AFS  
        Schools” and Duxbury was one of them. 
 
        Ms. Gallagher read an excerpt from the news release that was sent to the Clipper. 
          “Duxbury High School is recognized as an educational leader in international  
      high school student exchange. The school has partnered with AFS to promote  
      global citizenship through intercultural learning, both inside and outside the    
      classroom. It is committed to preparing our youth to engage in an increasingly   
      interconnected global economy. These educators demonstrate the importance of   
      fostering global competency in their students. They make a profound difference  
      in the lives of students and society at large. The ability to speak another language,  
       navigate in a different cultural context, and to emerge as a more tolerant and  
             globally informed citizens are critical skills for today’s youth.” 
 
        Ms. Gallagher brought a certificate, letter and a plaque for Andrew Stephens, DHS   
        Principal.  She recognized Mr. Stephens, the School Committee, the Superintendent                
        and the Duxbury families for all their support.  
 
        Ms. Gallagher reported that the students are eligible to compete for a $1,000 scholarship for 
        the upcoming 2014 summer semester or yearlong program. Candidates are asked to explain 
        what it means to be a global citizen.    
 
        Susan Thanas, AFS member, addressed the Committee.  Ms. Thanas was an English teacher 
        at DHS for several years. She noted that at that time, Duxbury had a very active teacher  
        program with AFS.  She stated that she was very fortunate to visit the Soviet Union as an 
        AFS teacher.  



   DRAFT  

School	  Committee	  Meeting,	  March	  5,	  2014	   Page	  2	  of	  5	  

	  

 
   IV.    Reports for the School Committee 
       A.  Student Representatives 

	   	   Erin Guilfoile reported:  	   	   	   	  
o The play, Proof, was selected as one of the semifinalists that will be competing this 
       Saturday, March 8. 
o The following students won individual honors at the competition: Jack Dobbens,              

Jamie Phillips, Jared McCourt, Skylar Wright and Stephen Morreale. 
o Students in the Global Engagement Club competed in the 26th Annual BC High 
       Model UN competition on March 1st.  Nick Waltz and Erik Magnuson received Best 
       Delegate Awards for their respective work. Sarah Caso won the award for Best 
       Position paper. 
o The 2015 Prom will take place at Gillette Stadium on May 16, 2015. Students will 
       still walk the red carpet at DHS before traveling to Gillette Stadium. 
o Last night’s All Band Night was a success. Students from 5th to 12th grades performed 
       together in the finale.  
o Course selection for next year has started. 

      Kevin Coakley reported:   
o The boys hockey team played Springfield Cathedral at the Boston Garden on Sunday, 
       March 2, in the first round of the Super 8 Tournament.  The two teams will play again  
       tomorrow at the Tsongas Arena. 
o The girls basketball team advanced to the South Sectional Finals where they will play 

Sharon on Saturday, March 8 at UMass Boston. 
o The girls hockey team beat Watertown/Belmont today. 
o The coed Winter Cheerleading Team placed 2nd at South Sectionals and will compete 

at the State finals on Sunday, March 9.  This is the first time the DHS Cheerleading 
       Team has competed at States. 
o The girls ski team placed 7th at the MIAA State Finals. 
o The girls swim team placed 8th at the MIAA D2 State Championship, where the 200 

freestyle relay team of Nat Davenport, Kevin Coghlan, Mike O’Neal and Brad 
Marcotte won the state championship and set a new school record. This is the first time 
in school history that a relay team has won a state championship. 

o Many of the student government members are attending a leadership conference on the 
Cape this week. 

 
       B.  Superintendent 
       Dr. Tantillo reported that the last home game in the DHS gym took place last Thursday,  
       February 27. The students were all dressed in black because they were turning out the  
       lights in the old gym. 
       
          Dr. Tantillo reported that as of today we have had three snow days so far, which means  
   that the last day of school will now be Thursday, June 19. 
 
          Dr. Tantillo reported that the building project is moving along very well and we continue 
   to plan for the move to the new building. The teachers are purging anything that will not be 
   needed. Plans are being made for moving larger items and science equipment. We have  
   been discussing having some college students to assist in the move. 
 
       Dr. Tantillo reported that we have met with FinCom, the Selectmen and Fiscal Advisory 
   over the past two months regarding our budget. The plan to secure funding for our   
   eLearning program for grades 9-12 is to lease the laptops for a four-year term. The funds 
   will be split between the town and the schools. 
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       The 1200 laptops will be insured by the town policy with a $500 deductible for loss or theft. 
       Parents will have the opportunity to bring the deductible down to $100 through a private  
       insurance company.  DHS students will be receiving an information packet regarding  
       distribution  and caring for the laptops during the summer. 
 
       Dr. Tantillo reported that he has received numerous letters and emails praising the music  
       department’s concert at Carnegie Hall.  Mr. Madru has the marquee from Carnegie Hall,  
       which will be framed and placed in the music room in the new building. 
 
   C.   Curriculum  
    Mrs. Hunter reported: 

o The February Professional Development half day (cancelled due to snow) was 
       rescheduled for tomorrow, March 6.  
o The District Curriculum Committee began drafting its plan for the five-year review 

cycle at their last meeting.  
o The evaluation process is going smoothly. Most of the staff received their formative 

assessments and we will be working toward completing observations and then 
preparing for the summative evaluations.   

o Mrs. Hunter will meet with the DEF to begin reviewing the grant applications.  We 
have received 20 applications across all of the schools.    

o Mrs. Hunter provided the Committee with specific dates for the MCAS and PARCC 
testing schedule.  

o We are in the process of sending documents to the DESE for the Coordinated Program 
Review. The CPR will take place after the April vacation. 

 
   D.   Business Administrator 
       Mrs. Nauman reported that the accounting office has been very busy with the following  
       activities: 

       1.   Meeting with the town finance department to discuss the implementation of         
        the new financial accounting system 
       2.   End of Year Audit 
       3.   DESE has scheduled the following audits: 

   a.  Title I Audit and Kindergarten 
   b.  Finance Program Audit 
   c.  Administrative Review of Lunch Program. 

       In terms of facilities, the PAC masonry project is almost finished. The facilities manager met 
       with a professional development vendor, Likarr, to discuss working with a different cleaning 
       model, Team Cleaning. 
 
       Mrs. Nauman discussed the current status of the FY 2014 budget and highlighted the fact    
       that the positive margin we experienced in the last 3 years has shrunk. Projected savings for 
       this year are approximately $60,000. One of the contributing factors is the energy bill for the 
       new athletic facility.  
 
       Mrs. Nauman noted that the budget reductions for the FY 2015 budget we are taking to get 
       to the approved budget of $31,933,458, included $301,975 in retirements and an additional 
       $161,676 in various account line items. The first $50,000 cut to fund the computer lease was 
       not that painful. However, the remaining $100,000 is tentatively scheduled to come from  
       Sped expenditure lines. 
 
       Mrs. Nauman discussed the field house projection. As discussed with the town finance  
       director, all the other new buildings have experienced an increase in energy costs.  
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   The new systems are more efficient but our demands have increased. 
 
   She also discussed the 5 year projection, which she will send to the School Committee.  
        Mrs. Nauman noted that the number of retirements for the past 5 years have         
        contributed greatly to funding program needs. In addition, a sped expenditure projection 
          assuming no future prepaid tuitions, because of anticipated increase in energy costs and  
        budget reductions, indicates the district will lose the positive margin we have built in the 
          last 4 years.     
 
       E.  Chair 
       Mrs. Ward reported:  

o The annual Massachusetts Association of School Committees (MASC) Day on the Hill 
will be held on April 29. Please notify Ginny if you plan on attending.  

o Monday, March 10, is the annual DHS PTO Q&A with Principal Andrew Stephens. 
             Parents and students are invited to attend.  

o The Spelling Bee will be held on March 18. This is a DEF event and one of its biggest 
           fundraisers. There will be a School Committee team but the name is top secret! 
o  The K-5 Science Fair will be held March 29 and parents can walk through to see the 

   projects. 
o  Representative Tom Calter is hosting a substance abuse awareness program on  
 April 1, at Plymouth-North High School. 
o  Later in March the Robotics Team will be at Bryant College for their first Robotics 

   Competition and at Northeastern University for the second competition.  
o  Town Meeting is this Saturday, March 8 at 9:00 a.m. at the PAC. 

 
   Mrs. Ward reported that the College Board announced today that they are changing the 
   SAT exam. The essay portion is no longer required and they are going back to a score scale  
   of 1600. 

 
    V.      Presentations of Interest to the Committee 
       A.   School Committee Self-Evaluation 
       The committee chose to email their self-evaluations to Mrs. Ward and she will compile them 
       for discussion at the next meeting.        
    
       B.   Discussion on Naming the Lobby of the Performing Arts Center in honor of  
       Kenneth Paul Arsenian 
        
       C.   Discussion of Town Meeting Article 30: Heightened Railings at the New School 
       Mrs. Ward read aloud a citizen’s petition from Bob Doyle on heightened railings at the new 
       school. 
    I move that the Town adopt a resolution as follows:  Be it resolved that:   
    Whereas, Town Meeting considers the railings on the second and third floor  
    corridors  and balconies overlooking the entranceways, and of the two  
    third-story walkways that bridge the three-floor atrium, as currently designed 
    in the new 1,700 student three-story combination Middle-High School now 
    under construction, are insufficient in height for adequate school safety; therefore,  
    Town Meeting requests that the School Committee direct the railings to be  
    redesigned or retrofitted to a greater height prior to occupancy of the school,  
    and that the School Committee identify funding for such redesign and retrofit such  
    as uncommitted contingency funds previously appropriated under Article 1 of  
    the 2011 Special Town Meeting. 
       
       Mr. Doyle discussed his concerns regarding the height of the railings in the new building. 
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   D.   School Choice Hearing 
      We are required on an annual basis to consider whether or not we become a choice       
      community, allowing students from other school systems to attend our schools.  The      
      Committee must take a vote each year to exempt the system from choice or it automatically 
      becomes a choice community.  If we accept choice, we cannot determine which students    
      would be allowed to attend and which would be denied.  As in the the  past, the Committee    
      recommends to exempt the school system from choice, as there is no space available for  
      additional students.   

 
 E.   Varsity Boys Lacrosse Overnight Field Trip - April 4-5, 2014, Hamilton College, Clinton, 
      NY.  Mrs. Ward reported that the Boys Varsity Lacrosse Team would be traveling to  
      Hamilton College in New York to play Pittsford, NY. They will tour the campus and meet 
      the players from Hamilton College. 

 
     VI.    Comments from the Public 

o Jen Klein – Discussed other security measures in the new building and treating the students   
as responsible kids. 

o Jim Sullivan – Discussed the Fire Chief and safety.  Mr. Sullivan presented pictures to the 
Committee from the Fire Chief that will be made public at Town Meeting.      

o Piers Klein – Discussed students going over the railings. 
o Jennifer Mendoza – Discussed changes made to the Alden food policy.  
o Ashley Stein – Homework load 
o Jim Sullivan – Asked the superintendent for his thoughts on the railing issue.  
After discussion about the height of the railings, Dr. Tantillo stated that 42” is adequate. 

 
    VII.    Matters for School Committee Action 
    A.   Vote to Approve Naming the Lobby of the Performing Arts Center in honor of  
         Kenneth Paul Arsenian 
         Motion:     Mrs. Buell 
     Second:     Mrs. Bresnehan 
     Unanimous 
    B.   Vote to Exempt Duxbury from School Choice 
     Motion:     Mr. Heinstadt     
     Second:     Mrs. Connolly 
     Unanimous 
      C.   Vote to Approve Overnight Varsity Boys Lacrosse Field Trip - April 4-5, 2014 at ���Hamilton 
          College, Clinton, NY 
          Motion:     Mrs. Connolly     
      Second:     Mr. Heinstadt     
      Unanimous 
 
   VIII.     Correspondence and New Business 
         A.   Mrs. Buell reported that the Student Union fundraiser would be held on March 22nd at 7:00 
         and tickets are $50 per person. Mrs. Buell noted that this is a major fundraiser and parent 
         party with music, dancing and food from the Winsor House and Island Creek Oysters. 
     
     IX.     Executive Session  
      X.      Adjourn:  8:40 p.m. 
    Motion:     Mrs. Connolly 
    Second:     Mrs. Buell 
    Unanimous 
    
   Respectfully Submitted, 
              Ginny Whoriskey 


